
Season’s Greetings to you all,  
Well - that was the year that was!! Here is hoping that 2021 will be a lot better. In spite of all, Owhango Alive volunteers 
have been busy in and around the Ohinetonga Reserve as reported in the following pages. We are pleased to welcome  
Davina Zimmer as a contributor to this newsletter.

Owhango Alive - Chairman’s Report: 

Greetings everyone,

It’s that time of year again and we hope that 2020 hasn’t been too difficult for you and 
yours.  It certainly has been a year many of us want to “kick into touch” and then welcome 
in 2021. 

I am pleased to say that Owhango Alive has enjoyed another great few months:

The Calendar 
Our 2021 calendar has, once again, been a major contributor to our funding raising activi-
ties this year. To date we have sold over 170!  There are one or two still available at $20.00 
each, so contact us if you would like one. Much appreciation goes to David Robinson, who 
gathers the submitted photos from folk, and prepares the calendar for printing.

Numerous working bees were held during the year, which resulted in native trees being 
planted and weeds (blackberry, privet) being removed, plus the ongoing trap maintenance 
and replacements.

World Rivers Day 2020 
Owhango Alive celebrated this annual event on Sunday 27th September – this year the 
theme was a “Pestival” at Brocks farm (big thanks to Carol and Bill O’Donnell for enabling 
us to hold the event at “The Complex”, Brock’s Farm).  We had over 90 people attend the 
day with guest speakers, Brent Beavan from DOC/Predator Free 2050, Cam Speedy from 
Turangi and Professor Carolyn King from Waikato University. The day was hailed a great 
success, which wouldn’t have happened without so much help from our team of volunteers 
and the fabulous catering from the Owhango Primary School PTA.  
More details in Marion Johnston’s report

OTHER HAPPENINGS

Predator Free 2050 
We will be receiving another 7 automated AT220 traps and another 4 DOC 200 traps early in the New Year from 
PF2050 to assist with or trapping expansion. Thanks again to PF2050 for their ongoing support of our endeavours.

Heartland Community Fund  - Trustpower – In partnership with King Country Electric Power Trust  
We are stoked to have received a grant of $1577.00 to assist with the construction of two BBQ tables, one in the village 
by the Old Swimming Pool on Kakahi Terrace and one in the Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve. The grant also includes money 
to purchase lure for our automated traps.  Many thanks go to the Heartland team.

Halo Effect 
We have seen several local land owners take up an active role in trapping predators on their property. This has greatly 
helped in reducing the number of predators that roam around our area and prey upon the native birds, insects etc. 

The Slip  
Most of you will know that the loop track in the Reserve has been closed since May 2018 due a slip by the bluff leading 
to the Boat Hole. David Robinson, Michelle Campbell and I attended a recent Taupo Tongariro Conservation Board 
meeting, to discuss the progress of repairing the slip. This topic has now been placed on their regular meeting agenda, so 
hopefully we can look forward to some progress. 
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 Volunteer numbers have increased again this year, as the village and surrounds has seen new people move in from 
different parts of NZ. Welcome to all of you!

Outcomes 

The population of Whio on our stretch of the Whakapapa River remains strong, with the first sightings of Whio ducklings 
seen in late September at the Swimming Hole. The storm and heavy rain on September 27th may have impacted on 
these little fellas, but ducklings have since been spotted up and down the river.  Fingers crossed that they weren’t all 
swept away.  We witnessed some pretty amazing flying displays after the flood, so whether these were courtship rituals 
to start another family, or just a bit of neighbourly “argey bargey”, we’re not sure!  Two pairs of Whio certainly showcased 
some very skilled and precise moves, under the bridge, over the bridge, through the rock, high dives and swoops -  all at 
what seemed like 100mph! It was a memorable and breath taking show! Forest bird populations are strong also, with lots 
of sightings and birdsong noted.

Army Cadet Visit 
Owhango Alive hosted the young army cadet Units from Taumarunui and Rangitikei recently – the cadets donated and 
planted 30 more native trees in the Reserve, checked some traps and conducted a 5 minute bird count. What a great 
team of enthusiastic cadets they were! See Sally,s report on page 7.

Trap Data 
Predators Trapped 1/1/20 to 29/11/20 
Feral Cat 24 Ferret 20 Hedgehog 98 Mice 130 
Possum  47 Rat 1204 Stoat  32 Weasel 11 Wasp nests 37

That wraps up my update so, on behalf of myself and the team from Owhango Alive, we wish you all a safe and happy 
festive season – might see you on the Ohinetonga track!

Mark Fredericks, Owhango Alive

Sponsors Trap Data

Count - Kill Kill           

Sponsor Bird Cat Ferret Hedgehog Mouse Other Possum Rabbit Rat Stoat Weasel Total Result

Anderson-Smith  1   8  1  57 1  68

Claire Stevens     2    26   28

David Partis and Suzanne Wilkinson     5    30 1  36

Derek & Ann Percy (SH 1)     1 1   45 1 1 49

Derek & Ann Percy (SH 2)     2    45 2 1 50

Fa’i Pudney, Tauranga         46 2  48

Jacob Simmonds  2  5 6   2 15 3  33

Knowles Family    1 2    29 1  33

Lucy Simmonds         32 3  35

Margie Riley (Lagoon 18)   1 1 4    34   40

Margie Riley (Tawa 1)     4    22   26

Martin Bond     5    17 1  23

McEntee Family: “Stumbleduck”     7    43 1  51

McEntee Family: “Weasel Vin Diesel” 1  1  2    55 4 2 65

Nan & Malcolm Pullman         47   47

Ngakonui Valley School     7    28 1 1 37

Opie Family         15   15

Phil & Kate Taylor     6    19 1  26

Rachel & Marty Cashin     10    41 3  54

Richard & Felicity Porter.         39 1  40

Sally & Mark     2    29 4 1 36

Shirley and Kevin McEntee    1 5    25 4 3 38

Simmonds family, Melbourne     1    55 4  60

Stent Family         41   41

Taumarunui Auto Centre     5    30 3 4 42

The Golden Family     2    16 2  20

TMN Hort and Beaut Soc     2    18   20

Weir Family     6    19   25

Total Result 1 3 2 8 94 1 1 2 918 43 13 1086



Owhango Alive Pestival  A Great Success

Despite the threat of a day of torrential rain and high winds, 
and warnings on the media only to travel on the roads if 
absolutely necessary, eighty six people gathered from Wel-
lington, the Waimarino, Lake Taupo, Waikato and the King 
Country drawn by the promise of a great Pestival at Brocks 
Farm, Owhango, on the banks of the Whakapapa River 
with nationally recognised speakers making their journey so 
worthwhile.

Brent Beaven, representing Predator Free 2050, laid out in 
detail how this programme will go forward with partners and 
community help coming up with new ideas and inventions.  
There is a wealth of on-line help at Preditor Free.org for 
anyone interested in predator control and ways of recording 
and monitoring.

Cam Speedy, Wildlife Management Associates, had everyone 
very animated with his ‘how the stoat thinks’ ways of making 
the traps more effective.   Mutton fat came high on his list 
for leading a rat by the nose and if the mice are stealing 
the bait from the trap box there is usually enough room 
there to put a little mouse trap and kill two birds with one 
stone.   By midday the weather had begun to improve and 
at lunch all were able to get outside to enjoy the sunshine 
and a tailboard talk from Cam on various traps and tricks.  
Matthew Way from Econode introduced the SmartTrap 
which is a remote sensor for advising when live capture traps 
have been set off.

Cam was once a student of professor and author Carolyn 
(Kim) King of Waikato University.   Kim was the guest 
speaker seven years ago when Owhango Alive held their 
first workshop on predators.  This time she eschewed her 
favourite animal stoats and gave us an insight into how 
Norway rats and Ship rats predate a site.

An open forum was also part of the day when we heard 
from Barry Smith of the Pukawa Wildlife Trust, Project 
Tongariro, and groups from Whakahoro, Turangi, Taupo, 
Ohakune, Northland and Owhango all sharing ideas around 
caring for their “own backyard”.  

The Pestival was timed to coincide with World Rivers Day 
on Sunday 27 September, which Owhango Alive has tried 
to celebrate in some way for the last five years.  To do this 
the day was opened with Karakia and Waiata supporting the 
kaupapa of this event by representatives from Ngati Hikairo, 
Mathew Howell and Donnalynn Douglas-Howell.  The Rev. 
Mervyn Aitken shared his thoughts based on the head-
waters and the source of awa / rivers around the world 
finishing with the Whakakapa.  Meanwhile the river itself just 
below us was a thundering mass of brown water topped 
with breaking waves which may have put the recent crop of 
Whio ducklings in jeopardy. - Marion Johnston
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1. Part of the crowd attending the Pestival

2. Brent Bevan speaking about Predator Free 2050

3. Carolyn (Kim) King talking rats

4. Cam Speedy demonstrating trapping techniques

Photos by John Martin
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Rats, Rats, Rats & Even More Rats by Nairin Higgie

My friends Sally and Mark have asked me to wright a story on how I’m 
decreasing the rat population at our place and the lure I use. It all started 
on the 27th of September at the Pestival were when Cam Speedy got up 
to talk he talked about how he used this lure, which all it had in it is Flour, 
Icing Sugar and Vanilla Essence. Then later at lunch some of us went outside 
to see what he does with his traps and the other things he uses. Which is 
mutton fat or any other fat, and what do you do with that mutton fat you 
are probably asking well, you rub it all over the plate and the grill and also 
all over the trap. When I got home from the Pestival I told mum all about 
the things I had learnt. She even said that she felt like she was there at the 
pestival. On the 28th I got out my drill and got my trap from up at the 
chook house, and gave it a good wash because it was absolutely covered in 
mud from when the chooks kept on jumping on the trap and setting it off. 
Soo whenever I went up to the chook house every time the trap would be 
set off and so I would get all excited and say to myself “I caught something, I 
caught something yippee.” Then I would unscrew the screw with my drill and 
slowly open the lid of the trap, only to find that nothing was in there which 
I was so peed off about. Ok that’s enough history lessons for now. So now I 
think we should get back to the 28th. So once I had cleaned the trap I came 

down to the house and got a coca cola bottle and started to fill it with Flour, Icing Sugar and vanilla essence. Then I went 
up to the chook house and took the trap with me and set it up next to the house were we put the chooks. I left it there 
overnight and the next morning when I went up I found this rat

Mum told me to stay far away while she took the photo, she said she would zoom in, Mum really HATES rats… dead or 
alive. They give her the willies.  The next two days I caught two more.

This is my pouch at the moment I am 
going to upgrade it later. In it is a Makita 
drill, my lure, safety clip, a 85 gram 
weight, a tape measure for trying to beat 
Sally with the rats because my longest 
rat so far is 42.5 cm and Sally’s is 45 cm 
long from head to tip of tail. Game on 
Sally. I also have caught two other rats in 
my other two traps since I’ve been using 
my new lure.

In late October, Mark presented a follow up to Cam Speedy’s talk at the Pestival - photo by Sally Lashmar
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The rat that measured 42.5 
cm I caught up at the workshop 
out the back were we rear the 
lambs and calves and milk the 
cows.

In conclusion I haven’t really changed the position of my traps but just using a different lure which seems to be working 
very well. Later on in the future I might need to change the flavouring of my lure. Instead of Vanilla essence I could use 
Aniseed. I have now acquired another two traps for over at our other block that I have put in the two sheds over there.  

 

Featured Bird - Pitoitoi - North Island Robin (also known as Toutouwai) by Davina Zimmer

The Ohinetonga loop walk is a well known track which I have walked many 
times over the two decades which my family have lived in the Owhango 
area. 

As a baby I was carried in a front pack, where I would often fall asleep.

As I grew older the loop walk became my place of calm. A place where I 
could escape my busy life and it’s hustle and bustle, and be with my thoughts. 
The only sounds disturbing me being the rustling of the trees above, and the 
birds flitting around my ears. There’s one particular spot of the loop walk that 
has for as long as I can remember, been home to a pitoitoi (the north island 
robin), a small songbird, which is known for its incredibly friendly nature. My 
mum and I use the bush walk to talk, catch up on our week and it’s happen-
ings, but we always stop at this spot and stand in stillness for a moment. My 
mum crouches down and uses her fingers to make gentle scraping noises 
amidst the dead leaves and foliage. Out of the corner of my eye a tiny grey 
figure pops out from overhead, flits to the ground and lands a mere few 
metres away. It’s curiosity entices it to come a little closer, so close that we 
can almost touch it. 

The pitoitoi is dark grey in colour, making them visually blend well into their surroundings, however their vocal nature means that 
you can often hear them well before you see them.

North Island robins have four recognisable vocalisations. 

Full-song -  a series of phrases given loudly by males only, generally from a high perch. Robins can be heard giving full song year 
round, but particularly during the breeding season. It is used to indicate territorial occupancy and to attract a mate. 

Subsong - Both females and males sing sub-song, which  is similar to full-song but given at much less volume. This kind of vocalisa-
tion is heard most frequently during the moult. 

Downscale - a series of very loud ‘chuck’ calls, descending in frequency, and which start in rapid succession and finish slowly. The 
call, which lasts 3-4 seconds, is given by both female and male birds, and is most frequently heard in the non-breeding season 
(January-August). 

Chuck - The fourth and final vocalisation type is the ‘chuck’, which is given as single notes or in loud, rapid succession to alert 
other birds of a predator’s presence.

The Pitoitoi’s breeding season begins in September with the female birds building their nests, while the male brings her food 2-3 
times per hour. The nests are most commonly built against tree trunks, in trunk forks or where branches and trunks of tree’s 
meet, most probably for stability and safety against wind and other unruly weather. The females incubate their clutches of 2-3 eggs 
while the male keeps her hunger at bay by providing food every 20 minutes. Once nestlings are more than 5 days old, males take 
all food to their broods rather than to their mates. Nestlings leave the nest when about 3 weeks old, and continue to be fed by 
their parents for a further 5-6 weeks.   

The pitoitoi’s presence has become a notable feature of the Ohinetonga reserve loop walk for myself and my family. Whether it 
is the same bird after all these years is probably unlikely, but the fact that the species presence has remained in the same spot is a 
positive acknowledgement to the calmness and safety that the reserve provides for our native birds and species to live and thrive. 

photo  by Tim Holmes



6

Featured Plant - Orchid Flower by Davina Zimmer

The pterostylis is one of about 300 species of plants that 
make up the orchid family, Orchidaceae. Most commonly 
known as greenhood orchids you may recognise them from 
walking through the Ohinetonga reserve. 

Greenhood orchids are all terrestrial herbs with an under-
ground tuber much like many of it’s other orchid relatives. 
What distinguishes them however is their hood-like “galea” 
formed by the fusing of the dorsal sepal and two lateral 
petals. The galea curves forward and covers the sexual parts 
of the flower, is important in the pollination process and is 
about as long as the two petals. The dorsal sepal is trans-
lucent white with green, reddish or brown stripes. The two 
lateral sepals are joined at their base, form the front of the 
flower and usually protrude to form “points” or “ears” which 
extend above or to the side of the galea. The third petal 
forms the labellum.

Reproduction 
The tuber (the enlarged structure in some plant species used 
as storage organs for nutrients) of a greenhood is usually 
more or less spherical in shape and lasts for about a year 
then dies. A new one is produced early in the life of the 
parent tuber at the same time as a new shoot is produced 
and continues to grow, reaching maturity at the end of 
the growing season. In some species, a larger number of 
“daughter” tubers grow, and a colony of orchids is produced. 

Habitats 
The greenhood orchid can grow in a wide range of habitats, 
especially in temperate zones and are found in grassland, 
heath, scrub, woodland and forest, including rainforest. They 
sometimes grow in semi-arid areas but usually near rocks or 
crevices where there is run-off during rain. In tropical regions 
they tend to grow at higher altitudes where temperatures are 
lower. Most plants have periods of dormancy which coincide 
with climatic extremes, surviving as small tubers until favourable 
conditions return.  

Pollination process 
One unique feature about this particular orchid is its pollination process. Most greenhoods are pollinated by insects, 
nearly always by tiny flies or mosquitoes. The insect approaches the flower from downwind, as if attracted by a scent and 
usually lands on the galea. The insect then enters the flower and either because it has passed a balance point, or because 
it has touched a sensitive part of the labellum, the labellum moves forward trapping the insect. In its struggle to escape, 
the insect either deposits pollen from a previously visited flower or takes pollen from this plant and distributes it to 
another greenhood. The active movement of the labellum is what makes this pollination process unique and differentiates 
the Pterostylis (greenhood) from it’s other Orchid relatives. 

Ohinetonga Bushwalk 
By Libby Hoban (10 year old pupil at Owhango Primary school}

As the day dawns bright and clear, 
Sunlight glints between the treetops, 

 which starts the dawn chorus. 
Bell Birds, Fantails, Robins, Kererus, and Tuis all fill the air with their beautiful voices. 

A soft leaf covered track, 
 winds its way through this magnificent lush wonderland. 

The breath-taking lagoon brings a smile to your face, 
 as you wander through this magical place. 

The Ohinetonga Bushwalk is a wondrous reserve, 
 and a fascinating new world to embrace.

Photo by Colleen Boston



Cadet Visit by Sally Lashmar

Saturday 21st November 2020 saw Owhango Alive members share the afternoon with Army cadets from Taumarunui 
Cadet Platoon and Rangitikei Cadet Unit.  The cadets were led by Rosemary Dempsey, and another  civilian,  with assis-
tance from Jennie Higgie, (Taumarunui Support Committee) and Peter Marks.        

 The brief was to share with the cadets the work and purpose of being involved with a community volunteer group – in 
Owhango Alive’s case, our conservation efforts to protect and enhance the flora and fauna in the Ohinetonga Scenic 
Reserve, Owhango Village and surrounds.

We met at the Whakapapa Bridge after lunch - 13 cadets and their leaders, plus Owhango Alive volunteers Tania Coles, 
Clive Gifford, Nairin Higgie and Sally Lashmar.

Tania gave a karakia to bless the mahi of the day, followed by discussion from Sally, Clive and Nairin about the birds that 
are special to our area, predators of the birds, trapping tools and methods that we use to measure outcomes – tracking 
tunnels, trail camera and bird counts.   Nairin is a student at Owhango Primary School – he told us about the trap lines 
he runs, under supervision, at his home farm and surrounds. He currently holds the record for “Biggest Rat Trapped”.  
Watch this space!

We then walked a trap line to gain some “real feel” to the day – the cadets were stoked to find some predators in the 
traps – one cadet even wanting to take the stoat home to make into a door handle for their bedroom!!  The cadets are 
routinely issued with condensed milk in tubes, to keep energy levels up, so we decided to pinch some and try it as a bait/
lure in the traps.  They are keen to know the results of this loose study, so we’ll keep them and you posted!

After a visit to the Swimming Hole, we moved away from the Whakapapa River and conducted a 5 minute Bird Count.  
There happened to be a pair of sleepy kereru/native wood pigeons dozing on a branch directly above us, with riroriro/
grey warbler, tui, chaffinches, piwakawaka/fantails and korimako/bellbird calling and flitting about, which is always great to 
see and hear.  

One of the cadets mentioned that he really enjoyed spending the 5 minutes in silence – no talking or moving about – 
just looking and listening.  He said it really made him aware of his surroundings.

We then arrived back at the Whakapapa Bridge and set about planting the 20 native trees that the Units have so gen-
erously donated, plus an extra 10 that Carina’s Native Nursery in Raetihi had also donated.  Each tree was eased into 
its new home, with the encouragement of “Grow well, Be strong and Embrace the Support of your Companions.”  A 
metaphor for life, really.

We visited the World Rivers bench seat and looked for Whio on the river – but no..... they were busy doing other things. 
We did see a pair upstream of the Bridge a bit later, but mornings and evenings are the best times to see these amazing 
birds strut their stuff. 

The afternoon concluded with words of appreciation from the cadets, followed by a closing karakia, given by Tania Coles. 
It was a privilege to showcase our patch of paradise to the young cadets.  We all noticed their respect, confidence and 
querying – they all fully engaged with discussions, were keen to joke around and yet still embraced the sanctity of the 
forest and it’s dwellers.  We would surely be keen to have these young cadets involved in any of our projects in the 
future.
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Above: A3 copies of the Trap Map showing Owhango Alive 
traplines are available at $10 each. Order from  
owhangoalive@yahoo.com 
Left: Recent clipping from the Ruapehu Bulletin published in 
Ohakune

A Tale of a Tree

1. Intrepid trappers express 
concern at the state 
of a dead tree on the 
Swimming Hole track;

2. A week later after strong 
winds half the tree has 
fallen.

3. DOC  cut down the 
remaining half a week or 
so later.

4. Fungi already setting to 
work returning the tree to 
the earth.

Photos by David Robinson



Well that is about for this newsletter and for 2020 except to remind y’all about the upcoming sculpure show - 
details below.  If it is anything like their last show two years ago there will be some fantastic artwork on display in 
a lovely outdoor setting.  We thank Jonathan Organ  and Jessica Pearless for their generosity.

Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year from us all in the Owhango Alive team.
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