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Tēnā koutou katoa, and welcome to our Winter/ Hotoke 
newsletter 
We’re past the shortest day now, so longer days are on the way, giving 
us more opportunities to keep Owhango Alive! 

Which leads me into a gnarly subject…….   

CATS                                                                                                   
   This year we have noticed a huge increase in the number of feral 
cats being caught within the Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve, Tongariro 
Forest Park and surrounds.                                                           

The figures are alarming to say the least and we are only catching the 
tip of the iceberg.    So what can we do?  

We need to ensure that if we have a pet cat, that it has been neutered 
or spayed.   Also, that if we have, or find, any unwanted kittens, we 
encourage folk to take them to the SPCA and not just dump them on 
the side of the road. 

HALO EFFECT              

   It has been very pleasing to see an increase of the number of people 
who have started trapping in their own backyard over the last 12 
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months. Owhango Alive is always willing to help with advice on what 
you need to do to catch the predators in your own backyard.  The 
more trapping that is done all helps eradicate pests like rats, stoats, 
hedgehogs (yes hedgehogs, they eat ground nesting bird eggs as well 
as the young chicks, skinks, weta), possums, feral cats, weasels and 
ferrets. 

I have recently watched a number of episodes of “Fight for the Wild” 
on TV - if you have missed any episodes, you can also see them on 
“YouTube”.  It is an excellent series on the plight of our endangered 
species – certainly an eye opener as to what happens out 
there.                                                             

It is great to see what is being done around New Zealand as a 
whole.  Hopefully one day we can eradicate the predators and thus 
assist in saving our unique and precious flora and fauna for the 
generations to come. 

I’d like to thank you all once again, for your commitment as 
volunteers, in keeping our patch of paradise a little safer for its 
inhabitants.  

Warmest regards, and let’s keep on keeping on, 
Mark Fredericks, Owhango Alive Chairman 

 
–  Trap Data 31/03/21 – 30/06/21 –  

Feral Cat – 29, Ferret – 7, Hedgehog – 37, Mice – 17, Possum – 8, Rat – 106, Stoat – 1, 

Weasel – 1, = 206.  

The total of predators we have caught to date is 6211 

–  Sponsors Trap Data – 
Count - Kill Kill             
Sponsor Mouse Rat Rat - Norway Rat - Ship Stoat Weasel Total Result 
David Partis and Suzanne Wilkinson   2         2 
Derek & Ann Percy (Swimming Hole 1)   1 

   
  1 

Derek & Ann Percy (Swimming Hole 2)   2 
   

  2 
Fa'i Pudney, Tauranga   1 

   
  1 

Jacob Simmonds   
  

1 
 

  1 
Margie Riley (Lagoon 18)   1 

   
  1 

Marsaili Cash (Boat Hole 22)   
 

1 
  

  1 
Marsaili Cash (Boat Hole 3A)   

 
1 

  
  1 

McEntee Family: “Weasel Vin Diesel”   4 
   

  4 
Nan & Malcolm Pullman   1 

   
  1 

Ngakonui Valley School 1 
    

  1 
Rachel & Marty Cashin   1 

   
  1 

Simmonds family, Melbourne   1 
   

  1 
Stent Family   1 

   
  1 

Taumarunui Auto Centre   
  

1 
 

1 2 
The Golden Family   3 

  
1   4 

Weir Family 1 2         3 
Total Result 2 20 2 2 1 1 28 

 
 
 

 



 

 

–  Stoats are Stuffed! – 
 

3 years ago, Antoinette Ratcliffe approached 
Owhango Alive, in search of predators to use in 
her taxidermy training courses in Auckland and 
Wellington. We duly provided Antoinette with 
some specimens that had been retrieved from 
the trapping teams, from in and around the 
Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve.  This included rats, 
stoats and ferrets.  Antoinette was so stoked to 
receive these bodies from our freezer.... not our 
food freezer, truly!  Over the last couple of 
years, Antoinette has continued to call in to our 
home, each time picking up another aforementioned body, with an excited smile on her 
face!  

Due to a lot of trapping success the freezer was filling up again, so David Johnston (OA’s 
trap maintenance man) delivered another box of “subjects” to Antoinette in 
Wellington.  These will be used in her forthcoming taxidermy classes in both Wellington 
and Auckland.  These “taxidermied” predators will be utilised and showcased at 
presentations, on the destruction they can, and do, cause.  

Last week Antoinette alerted us to the fact that we would be receiving a parcel in the mail, 
as a thank you for Owhango Alive’s contribution to her classes.   Check the photos 
out!  Thank you so much, Antoinette! 

–  A Thank You from Antoinette –  
 

Firstly I want to thank the trapping community for all their 
hard work! I feel very lucky to be the recipient of your haul 
– it always feels like Christmas when I open those parcels. 
But why would I want all your dead pest species? Well, I 
am a taxidermist and I teach classes in Wellington and 
Auckland, the students always get very enthusiastic about 
setting up traps in their own back yards to collect their 
own specimens after doing these classes, and we get to talk 
about their impact on our environment. 
 

In November this year, I will be giving the very first 
taxidermy-based TEDx talk in Wellington where I will be 
presenting what ethical taxidermy looks like for our unique 
environment in New Zealand (the term ‘ethical taxidermy’ 
is different all over the world due to each unique 

ecosystem). It’s the help from wonderful trapping communities like yours that make these 
things possible. 
So again, from me, my students, and the native treasures, thank you so, so much for the 
work you do! 
 



 

 

 

–  Plight of the Birds – 
 

While taking a stroll in the village, I noticed 
a bird’s nest that had been flung from the 
high oak tree branches to the ground – by 
the recent high winds, I presumed. 
 
On closer inspection, , I saw that, while the 
nest had been created using twigs, leaves, 
sheep wool etc, a significant part of the 
woven material was actually threads of 
plastic – the sort you might find fraying 

from weed mat or woven plastic bags.  This was disappointing, but well known of course, 
to think that “modern” birds use our discarded or lying around materials, even when they 
are plastic. 

It got worse though, when I saw the remains of a bird’s leg and foot, hopelessly tangled in 
the plastic threads.  I imagined the panicking bird trying to escape the ever tightening 
threads, only to succumb to the snare it was in – and 
probably leaving incubating eggs to chill, or chicks to 
starve and die. 

The message, for me, is how the careless and sometimes 
deliberate disposal of our manmade products can have 
such a devastating effect on our wildlife, both of forest 
and ocean.  I know it was only one bird’s nest, but 
multiply the numbers and it is a very sobering 
thought.  As if the birds haven’t got enough to deal 
with!       

Let this bird’s plight invite us to be mindful of what we 
choose to purchase and how we dispose of our 
unwanted or worn out items. 
 

 

Recently, Sam Cash approached Owhango Alive with a proposal to purchase four boxed 
DOC 200 traps, on behalf of his late wife, Marsaili.  
Marsaili and Sam had lived for many years in the Owhango area, with both of their 
children attending Owhango Primary School. 
Sadly, after a long illness, Marsaili died on December 13th, 2020. 
Marsaili loved her gardening, floral art and being in the bush at the Ohinetonga Scenic 
Reserve – she was very supportive of the mahi that Owhango Alive was doing and wanted 
to contribute to the ongoing predator control in the Reserve. 
 So, Sam duly joined Mark and Sally to walk the tracks and choose four sites for Marsaili’s 
traps.  Her instructions for trap placement were to be overlooking the Whakapapa in 

– Marsaili’s Sponsored Traps–  



 

 

order to keep an eye out for the whio that live on that stretch of the River.  We think 
Marsaili will be happy with her trap placements – especially as within 2 days she had 
scored a big rat in one of the traps! 
Sam has also mentioned that Marsaili is keen to offer sponsorship of a DOC200 boxed 
trap to any of our local schools that may be interested in learning and/or participating in 
the Owhango Alive conservation efforts. 
Thank you, Marsaili and the Cash family, for your ongoing support.  
R.I.P.  MARSAILI CASH   -  18th November 1957 to 13th December 2020     
 

–  T42 Multisport Event – 
 

 
 

May 1st 2021 dawned bright and blustery on the 
day of the T42 Multisport event. It had been 2 
years since the event had taken place, due to a bit 
of a hold up with, yes, you’ve guessed, COVID. 
It’s a great event that brings people from all over 
the North Island to compete, biking, running 
and walking.  
 

Owhango community always gets right behind 
the day, with the various community volunteer 

groups 
assisting 
with registrations, security, bike washing and 
providing a fabulous feed at the finish line in the 
Owhango Domain – and of course all the set up 
in the days leading up to the start, and clear up 
work at the end of the day. 
 

Owhango Alive received $1200 from the day’s 
proceedings, which we’re stoked about. Thanks to 
all who helped out on the day 

 
  



 

 

 
 

 

Friday 28th May 2021 saw the 
Ngakonui Valley School visit 
the Ohinetonga Scenic 
Reserve.  All up there were 
just over 70 people and what 
an organised and enthusiastic 
team they all were!  We also 
had 4 in our Owhango Alive 
team – Tania, Sally and Mark 
along with Sarah from DOC.   

There was a big frost in the morning, but thankfully, the sun arrived to warm us all by the 
time everyone had arrived. The car park was full, with people parking up the road and 
over the bridge. 

Mark Fredericks introduced the day and welcomed everyone, with Tania Coles offering a 
karakia to start and bless the day. 

With such a big group, we divided into 4 teams, with everyone having the opportunity to 
join a different haerenga ako/journey of learning. 

Sarah Cull-Luketina (Community Ranger, DOC Whakapapa) talked about kiwi, their 
habitat, diet, breeding and predators, with great props of a kiwi, a kiwi egg, (huge!) ferret 
and stoat - these being the main predators of our kiwi.  Sarah also talked about bats and 
demonstrated the equipment used to track bats and kiwi.   

Tania Coles (Owhango Alive) 
took her groups on a “Fungi 
Foray” downstream, on the 
Boathole track, to showcase the 
amazing array of colourful fungi 
that spring up at this time of year, 
in the Reserve. Please note that 
fungi can be very poisonous, so 
we are all encouraged to just feast 
our eyes and camera lenses on 

them.   A type of Puff Ball was found by the team, and once the students found out that 
they were called “Wolf Farts”, there was much hilarity!  

Mark Fredericks (Owhango Alive), demonstrated the instant kill action of the DOC 200 
boxed traps, and then took his groups along the Swimming Hole track, to check the 
trapline there.  

– Ngakonui Valley School Visit –  



 

 

Well, a bounty of predators was found in the traps -  stoats, rats and a weasel!  After much 
discussion about how these introduced predators kill so many of our special and unique 
birds, the general feeling was “how can we help save the birds?”  

This heightened awareness of the plight of our native flora and fauna certainly encourages 
folk to start “Protecting Our Own Back Yards”. POOBY!     

Sally Lashmar (Owhango Alive) took her groups along the track to the “Deer Gate”, to 
fossick for kiwi habitat, look and listen to the forest birds that dwell here, notice where 
glow worms live and talk about the nectar, berries, insects and worms that sustain the 
lives of our precious manu/birds. 

We were all so impressed with the questions and enthusiastic interest of these young 
“kiwi” students, their families and teachers. It is always a delight to showcase the taonga 
that the Ohinetonga Scenic Reserve is, to young folk and their families alike – we so 
appreciate the opportunity to welcome all to our special piece of paradise. 

Ngakonui Valley School held a “mufti day” last week, with a gold coin donation required 
to participate.  The funds raised ($120) were gifted to Owhango Alive, to assist us all in 
our goal of Protecting Our Own Back Yards.  

Thank you so much, Ngakonui Valley School, for your ongoing support.   

–  Local Tales – 
- Dave & Judy Edhouse – 

 

Around 10 years ago we started on a project to fence 
off the Kakahi stream which runs along the length of 
our property. There were some established Totara, 
Rimu and Kahikatea trees which assisted in 
establishing the area which we began to add to once 
we had fenced off the area adding natives including 
flaxes (Harakeke), pittosporums (Rautāwhiri), 
cabbage trees (Tī Kōuka), lancewoods (Horoeka), 
kahikateas and various other grasses.  
 

This is an ongoing project with new trees planted every year, usually sourced from 
nurseries. However recently we have begun potting self-sown seedlings from around our 
property and also from our garden in Whareroa.  
 

This process involves potting the plants and keeping them under  larger trees in the 
garden until they are large and hardy enough to plant alongside the stream. Once the area 
was fenced there were quite a lot of native grasses and other plants which established 
themselves naturally as well.  
 

The downside unfortunately was the growth of weeds and blackberry, which require 
constant attention with maintenance.  



 

 

With the success of the planting, the birdlife has 
increased, which brings me to the subject of pest 
control. We have over the last three years carried out an 
intensive trapping programme. We have DOC 200 and 
250 traps as well as live capture traps. Predators regularly 
caught include rats, hedgehogs, stoats, ferrets, and cats. 
So far this year has seen the capture of 5 ferrets, 5 cats, 6 
stoats, 7 hedgehogs and 83 rats. Last June one trap 
caught a rat every day for 17 days in a row. The trapping 

has seen an increase in the bird life and ducks in the river. 
This has been a joint project with the assistance and guidance from Weston Brown from 
Horizons and Mark Fredericks from Owhango Alive, 
Taking on a project like this requires a lot of energy and commitment but the rewards 
make it all worthwhile 
 

 

 

I recently came out to 
Ohinetonga scenic reserve to 
talk to kids from Ngakonui 
school about kiwis, bats and 
introduced predators! The kids 
were fascinated by the 
taxidermized animals I had 
brought along and asked me 
many questions about 
taxidermy – a subject I know 
very little about. Fortunately, 
once they got over their disappointment about my lack of knowledge in how to prepare 
dead animals for display, they realised they could talk to me about something I do know 
about – native species conservation.  Although the kids were between 5-8 years old, they 
already had a keen interest in the natural world, and an understanding of conservation. It 
was great to see how interested the kids were to learn about our natural heritage.  I also 
gave the kids a chance to use a radio tracker, the very one DOC rangers use to find kiwi in 
Tongariro forest, to find a soft toy kiwi in the bushes. They were very excited about this 
activity, and were quick to figure out how to use the tracker to find the toy.  

Ohinetonga scenic reserve is a fantastic place for kids to learn about fauna and flora – as 
there is an abundance of it in place. The kids enjoyed foraging for fungi, seeing fantails 
and tomtits flit around, and learning about the traplines which enable native birds to 

–  Ngakonui Valley School Visit – 
Community Ranger DOC Tongariro Sarah Cull-Luketina  



 

 

flourish in this reserve. It is very important we educate kids and the wider public about 
issues such as predator control, 
habitat destruction, and the 
importance of conserving 
endangered wildlife. Connecting 
people with this knowledge urges 
them to  work in conservation 
and become volunteers – like 
those of Owhango Alive.  

Volunteers that maintain trap 
lines, survey for wildlife and do 
backyard trapping are vital for 
conserving wildlife where the government and conservation groups may not have the 
manpower or resources to carry out these activities. DOC highly commends Owhango 
Alive for the work they are doing in Ohinetonga scenic reserve, the native wildlife and 
forest that is thriving at the reserve is a testament to the success of their hard work. 
 

Owhango Alive would like to acknowledge Alison Beath’s significant assistance and 
advice given over the 10 years since Owhango Alive was founded. Alison, former Senior 
Ranger (Biodiversity) for DOC Tongariro, was always ready with a helping hand, be it 
providing the DOC Whio trailer plus props for our events, being the main speaker for a 
World Rivers Day, keeping us posted on whio numbers on our stretch of the Whakapapa 
Awa, and overall always being available to offer ideas and answer questions. But most of 
all we’d like to thank Allison for the continued support and endless encouragement.  

We wish Alison well with her new position with the NZ Defence Force 

  

– A Note of Thanks – 



 

 

 

 

This section of the newsletter was created to allow the younger population of Owhango 
the opportunity to share their stories about the Ohinetonga  scenic reserve.  
This issue we have two pieces of artwork drawn by Emily Owen (first picture) and Mia-
Mareikura Smith (second picture), featuring the endemic whio duck swimming in the 
Whakapapa River.  
Thank you to both girls for their wonderful contributions! 

 
 

          

 

 

 

  

–  Young Voices – 



 

 

           

         Whakataka te hau ki uru,                          Get ready for the westerly, 

         Whakataka te hau kit e tonga.                    And be prepared for the southerly. 

         Kia mākina ki uta,                                    It will be icy cold inland, 

         Kia māaratara ki tai.                                And icy cold on the shore. 

         E hī ake ana te atākura he tio,                   May the dawn rise red-tipped on ice, 

         He huka, he hauhunga.                             On snow, on frost. 

         Haumi e! Hui E! Tāiki e!                         Join! Gather! Intertwine! 
 

This brings Hotoke/ Winter issue to a close. 

Thank you to the following contributors who made this edition of our newsletter possible 

o Dave & Judy Edhouse 

o Mark Fredericks 

o Clive Gifford 

o Marion Johnston 

o Sally Lashmar 

o Sarah Cull-Luketina 

o Antoinette Ratcliffe 

o Emily Owen 

o Mia-Mareikura Smith 

o Peter Zimmer 

Stay safe in the bush as the weather gets brisker. 

We wish that we may all stay well and enjoy the changes that the season transition brings 

us. 

Keep those fires roaring and stay warm and healthy, 

Nga mihi, 

Davina Zimmer (editor) and the Owhango Alive team  
 

 


